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’ NSC BRIEFING 8 October 1956

’ |

’ BACKGROUND -~SUEZ DEVELOPHERTS

; I, Canal Operationg. Ships are still moving through the canal with
few abnormal delays, The special insurance rntaa, which were
charged on ships pPlying the canal after seizure, have now been
partially reduced.

A, S8ince 14 September, when most nﬁnwsgyptian employees quit, an
average of 37 ships per day havé moved through the canal. This
compares with an average of 45 per day before the nationalization
and an average of 40 per day thereafter,

B. The Egyptian authorities now claim to have a total pilot force
of over 200 on duty or in training. This figure is probably

- padded, and does not take account of the fact that, even among
the trained pilots, relatively few are qualified to guide the
25X1 larger ships,
25X1
1, The first group of new foreign pilots reportedly will take
qnalafzxng examinations on 10 Qcteber. This group will
include 15 Soviet pilots. The Egyptians have indicated
that Soviet personnel will not be used on American vessels
if the U8 objects,
11, 2 ‘ﬁilitar ”Aativitr. There have been no significant develop-~
monts in the Egyptian ailitary picture. (See Annex A). The
| specliic whereabouts of the Soviet submarines believed operating
2%X1 in the Mediterranean is not known.
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I1x, Soxéet éQtiﬁit;gg. Soviet propagands over the last two weeks has

shown a stronger pro-Arab slant, One comment stated that, in

the event of war over Suez, there was a danger of Israell

“provocations" against Egypt and ather Arab states, 25X1

C. 1n addition to providing strong support for Egypt's complaint
of Anglo-French military and economic pressures, the Soviet

delegation may be expected to press for Security Council 25XE

approval nfiﬁgypt’s call for a 48-nation conference.
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